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*Indicates statistically significant difference from the US value at
p<0.05.

Importance

The link between substantiated child abuse or neglect and the negative impact on children’s mental health is well documented
(Norman, 2012). The most common form of maltreatment is neglect, which has the potential to disrupt a child’s typical
behavioral, social, and emotional development. National data on child abuse and neglect are presented to Congress through
the Child Welfare Outcomes: Report to Congress, and are tracked as part of Healthy People 2020.

Limitations
Different definitions of abuse/neglect may exist across states, as defined per state statutes and policies.

This metric only includes documented, substantiated cases of abuse or neglect which may result in reporting bias for low-income
and minority children, and the exclusion of less severe, yet still impactful, incidents (Dubowitz, 2002).

This metric is a unique count of children; cases where a single child is involved in multiple substantiations are still only counted
once; this metric is an underestimate of the total number of substantiated reports.
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